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How Teachers Do Professional Reading—
An Analysis of Question-asking in a
Western Educational Classics Study Group

Fei-Ching Chen

Abstract

Purpose

Professional reading groups constitute a key source of teacher professional
development. Taking the initiative to participate in study groups has grown increasingly
popular as the new curriculum guideline was launched in Taiwan in 2019. How teachers
read and discuss is becoming a promising focus for research on teacher professional
development. However, our understanding of how teachers read, discuss, and learn
is underexplored given the prevalence of teacher study groups. This study therefore
explores how teachers read professional literature. The research question for this study
is twofold: What questions do teachers ask? What alternative strategies may improve

their reading?
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Main Theories or Conceptual Frameworks

This study was informed by Latour’s concept of scientific and technical literature.
The text was composed of rhetoric and argument from authority. Given the technical
and layered nature of literature, it is structured in layers, forming a complex array
of successive defense arguments. From this perspective, the deeper teachers engage
with this complex literature, shaped by conflicting arguments, the more challenging it
becomes to read. In particular, this study uses the “captation” concept to understand the
difficulties that teachers encountered when they are persuaded to accept ideas distant

from or even contrary to their current beliefs.

Research Design/Methods/Participants

This study reports an ethnographic case study of a teacher study group. Participant
observation was conducted during seven weekly meetings where 40 elementary and
middle school teachers voluntarily participated in the discussion of Western classics
in education. Thematic content analysis and sociocultural discourse analysis were
conducted on all instances of teachers’ question-asking, instructor’s responses, and
interview transcripts to characterize teachers’ question-asking, and identify the reading
strategies used to address challenges. Triangulation and member checking are used to

ensure the reliability and validity of this study, respectively.

Research Findings or Conclusions

The analyses identified four reading characteristics among teachers: 1) fixating
on specific terminologies or sentences, 2) speculating based on vague clues, 3)
verifying ideas with hypothetical examples, and 4) questioning the feasibilities and
idea implementation. In addition, improved comprehension can be achieved via: 1)
familiarity with the argumentative genre of Western classics, and 2) interpretation based
more firmly on the author’s argument rather than the readers’ personal experiences.
In particular, teachers need to understand that “all the examples moved from a better-
known statement to a lesser-known one; all were using a less easily disputable claim
to start or to stop discussion on a statement easier to dispute” (Latour, 1986). In
other words, if teachers resonate with the beginning part of the text, they are likely to

misinterpret the texts.
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Theoretical or Practical Insights/Contributions/Recommendations

This study sheds new light on teachers’ professional reading by adopting Latour’s
concept of scientific and technical literature. It is found that teachers do encounter
difficulties in professional or scholarly reading despite the common assumption that
teachers are experts in reading comprehension and delivering knowledge. The finding
suggests that teacher learning emphasize two aspects: 1) differentiating technical
literature from general literature, and 2) prioritizing the author’s arguments over
readers’ personal experiences. Suggestions for scaffolding professional reading for

teacher study groups are also discussed.

Keywords: scientific and technical literature, teacher professional development,
teacher professional reading, teacher learning, teacher study
groups, scholarly reading
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HEEAE  F180H - HFEAWEIELEHRB R : TSGHX_FFHER -
BIal : TSG1_19 « Sk &R R : ShikEMmE_HI_ZFREN - f
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BAE B G TR AR - () e EEERIF - #ioE R 2 DUBFE U RIRY
FRRISCAR - R B bR -

FHETEE (B SERTRE TR EPRIYATREME (A 2 L BREUIE S UL Z B 37
#r (Sociocultural Discourse Analysis, SCDA ) (Johnson & Mercer, 2019; Mercer,
2010) ° DLEFEENTSGZInEEE BFa R T EE R - 53 R o B iR (F g {IE g
KRR FGHEPRAY AT RENE: ©

EEE b T TSGIERT B [a] fEE R RV B REME R & - DUHEPRIEE#EEE
HONRAR T Al HEHE o ST KT E B E RIS 7 BETEOR B, - T/ MR R 2
% T B RBOEEAHE BAFRAVIERM - TR INDUH AR BURE R (a1 E - B
FREFEER I — ] — & RO X A B - Rl - PR 3 B Y Bl E TR 2 — (&
HEWIRERE (Pressley et al., 1992) » S HT (AR E (Shearer et al., 1997) IR
A - EeEERYEIE R e B RN TR - T RE AR MRy © R BEt e FEfEAERE
ORI ~ SR ATRERISE 1R - R - AR E R 2 BB R — i S 3
SHTEAEE -

EHE L JeZEiir N A 22 B PRIF AL O AR L ELPRAY R - FFHEHY
T ETETSGY HHRMN GRS Z [EE - DU N RIS BR  ArfE PR
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1545 (relating text to context ) B BRI @ JREIFEEE BRGEA « & SRR B EE
RSO - TR B EER I T —f% 5 it & 55 (the general social climate
ofideas) (Mercer, 2010) -
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S LA FE PR AT AL T AR EL 2 - AL - AL R EPRAYEIEA R T - PhiERE
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TE~ &I - 15 - ZESEFAPRIZEIFHEFEEMED - TSGR 8. ZFET/Fhiktd
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(—) FEBE—CEE —TBFET

R AT (43%) 2 " RIERE AR/ —EF5 - BETHSE 2R
HEBRRWE R - (EES BTG EE BN - B T H8E S R
FEEEEEREREOE - 2HEEEI TN EERNTARTHRE - HRE
BEH%E - flan T AMERESR] - NfEESH], (Q_4 3 E&E_120) ~ T FEAYLHE
B R OHEE  RERLEE ) (Q 38 1 MIS 86) - BHFFEELZ B STEHH
T (Kitchen et al., 2015) ; (HAEREZEZ—(EEAGE - G141 " EHER ) &S
Fofr

ME—EWEIETTEEREEMS L - ARRM AR E — ad Al
Pt R T IEREGY | 2 ARRA IR S 04 TEHE R AL B R & SEAE 7 AL
AR & EAE S AR A0 EAES? (Q 5 1 E&E 120)

N Ee— a5 S i ama i R AIRRREA o PIANE A ER R

BN R AR LETE B2 EETERENRE - &
— I E AR BN & EER— A - SRR EUE e S R
HYZ B f: - (B_E&E _143)
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HEZE LB —E - e FUOR A E R n Bk E ) fia) - KB
feamit BB EDR - (BE2 BN DUE MR =GR mdf g - B AR AN NN B 5E
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=
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ARMENRIR T REPRY THEIRE ) - # o AR LR T
LA ARG ER AT Ehe—a R EBERE EEHY 0 &
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B (BB R BESORTEEE] "0, 2 T NAE Y — BN, o I
"TH,E TIMEER-- A R & ) o BHERE A E AP E A E R
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sl - RHUEZ AR A Y CEEE bvs A EE(L) KT E
CAHE  MESR I EER M SR B L - iR T TR T EER
%EI’JE'?& G REFIRFRERE B M (B (& Z BTBIME S (Billig et al., 1988 ) #%HL
TR LA P B iIR » L B R M RE B 1 SRR B0 (S @Eflr /B 6 (Latour,
1987) -

FA—EH 25 B E A — i B RE SR A B E A B - BZAHE EER T /R
BN ETEEERIEAR - 152 R IR SRR R N T
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RFTRERCY o B SEF R A FHE SRR LA - (Q35 2
MIS_44~46)

BEREFAIIHZ@AQHSOR - BRI ERD IR« TG 7
leeeees g TAREEMERY , ~ TRFE ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ’h B HEBNE A FEAI
AR FRRMEENE - BFRERR "R FEF R A | FAE - A48 R
T o B (R G B RR A S B AT (Shearer etal, 1997) - Shearer® ATH
o BAETETPRIFE A "SR ZE K ) AUSRES © (H2 » Rt E—4 3%
B EE S TRV SOR - B — ik BERE SRS T AN i A -

FE GBI BN B RN R 5 2 B AR AR AT -
B BAE Ll (MIS_44~46) & = HiSHLOARH - g TEHE - fIa0 - 55—17F
—(EMEERERAVEITRISE : T TE, o DEEBRAEEARH 1 BETX
B2 TREE : " S—Jm 3 PARERTHEFR " KIEZ5
WAL R FEEIHEHE R Rl R — B F15h o Bk T8 LB aHiTHIER
PEAHES - RIREEIERERE © TR EF R A | FHNE - SRRATE, 0N
GEGRRCE T -

TR NHB IR | PR RN - 1R B T AR
R HIPERERMMANE - BREAEBHESS - (BRI R R pIES R -
WESEEA AR [ IACREMEMIVEES  2NE - DUR T BRI RE
FHHEM A BNARIRE ,  (Shearer et al., 1997) -+ AW EHERET AR EE - HHE—
H LB EERHCE - IR ERN IR R - # SRR DI aetE S LRI TE AN
B IEBIES I Sl sy ﬁﬂlﬁk?x’*%ﬂ’ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%?%@ » T R ATPRAHT HRE, -

(=) ALBIZRKESL

2 ERME T REEEFEEER DB AEE(OFRIEE (reifying
ideas) (Abbott et al., 2017) - (523% - £ S HSFEH TR S AVIE ST - E1E
& — e BLES A+ DIOKRHERE B AN KM E FRARHY IERENE - Rl R R dR A - DA
T ERRR{E G20

F—EFEMISKEHA - BNZEH FREoRE RN — e " EEET, -
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FELEREREME BV S /5%, (the functional method of double

stimulation ) «----- —{EHRIL ~ RE MRV R R 2 5 R B AT -
A H IR g A R B2 P LRI (T E B B R B S E
DUR AN & FERERF SRR DI6E - BRI - A2 5 A bl B AR Mt 55 £e T
Y~ AAHFR G #E & BIRTRERR A TAE b oo oeeee (B _MIS _113)

TEERIEL, B ERA TrhaL ) AT B REBER L E AN TRk, U A
AIRFREE - (B2 - BEEEEIEHE LHEBERIITNE T RE—KE
e DA E IR R - T ENE S - 2 eSS
BT BIRERE 5 CRYEEAR - DRI AN T AR

ARERAMARB L AL EAERTKE  BEAA —ARH —BF KEY
A W tRFIARBELIARE T F 5 ARG, HAH2R
WHEAG RN D% PR B R RE - BRI R AR T4
TIBRTFTEERA B HERTEALNEL  LERUELAMH
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Ao RMVERREE A — 2 M CAR R RIE G IFIE - BB R
BERE EAMLBARER MY A R R GHEAE  ETRAAR A
A AL FH - (Q 37 2 MIS_113)

B ERIBHE SHEER RG] - PR TR, R PR T &R
RMEH ETALAZAAAMY T G E G LR, - (EEEBYERES -
BEE T TH ) BB HHEKESTR T HE s AT EEmR T EEZPIL
"NHHRR - B EREREHENER TAER L RRE RS TEGE R - AR
NIRRT - SR HERARAY 0k - BIA0 © DU T B BR IR B
UC  MERTE T RIE R AR AR R B O R DU T -

SR BB TN HXANERA TR ikl ERREXRPHML
G40 FHIRE XML > BHREI R EMmER (FERF > 2010) -
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FHAEAP T RE&ERHASAE A TR T, o PR ZRERY
BEA— 5IHE2E5E  JHBEERER ORI -

KME—mdH A - REFF ALY > HAL133 (B) &
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MR B0 R EEFOARERITHA T » KMFF AR RZA
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g - BB T EE TEE ) RTINS - EINESR THEE ) B SRR
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i

EARAYEEE o) B 945 09 AR 2 B L RATF W A LIRAYEFIR 0 KR AT
RRAVY R A RTARMINT - B HEFH 2T B8 - A2 R B4R
SUAMIE TEEFLHFHBRAY , > FIAKRMABE K B8R
RATFFHEFELR 4R AR RBA A TR LR iR - LR
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2 P RS B R B T T 1 R B R

KA FF - MR REETR AT T R, PRAYSUBE B - filan -
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