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Abstract

Purpose

The rapid technological advancements and globalization today have transformed
our ways of living and working, making interpersonal relationships and human affairs
increasingly diverse, complex, and dynamic. Thus, living in such a world, guided by
moral principles, it is essential to cultivate the ability to provide suitable responses
or strategies to foster progress and flourishing in human life. Pre-Qin Confucian
philosophy affirms humanity’s capacity for moral action, emphasizing the value
of “self-cultivation and benefiting others” as well as the proper approaches to the
practice of morality. Therefore, grounded in these foundations of our cultural values,

this study aims to analyze feasible and appropriate methods based on the philosophy
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of Confucius, Mencius, and Xunzi from classical literature. Furthermore, it explores
pedagogical principles for teaching and learning these methods in the way that are
responsive to the contemporary society, while ultimately providing a reference for

current moral education.

Main Theories or Conceptual Frameworks

Not applicable.

Research Design/Methods/Participants

This study employs concept analysis and hermeneutic methods, using The
Analects, Mencius, and Xunzi as primary literature, to analyze the concept of “discretion”
in the philosophies of Confucius, Mencius, and Xunzi. Furthermore, it elucidates the

learning and guiding principles of “discretion” based on these thoughts.

Research Findings or Conclusions

This study explores the concept of “discretion” as proposed by Confucius,
Mencius, and Xunzi. Discretion refers to individuals’ ability to deeply understand and

LR N3

uphold the moral principle of “benevolence,” “righteousness” and “appropriateness,”
as the foundation for moral judgment and action. Meanwhile, discretion also entails
individuals’ capacity to recognize and analyze the specific circumstances, understand
others’ needs, as well as assess the situations, weigh pros and cons, and then think
carefully, comprehensively, and behavior rationally. Moreover, for the most appropriate
decisions or actions, people must think flexibly and adaptively, which enable them to
realize moral values appropriately and respond to dynamic and complex world. Even
when special or urgent circumstances necessitate deviations from conventional norms,
such deviations still should be based on more appropriate or higher moral principles,
with “goodness” as the goal.

Furthermore, the study analyzes the ways of moral cultivation in classics such as
The Analects, Mencius, and Xunzi, and proposes principles for teaching and learning
“discretion.” These include:

1. Study relevant moral knowledge to establish a clear and correct understanding

of moral principles and values, and master the norms of behaviors that contribute to
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flourishing of everyone’s life.

2. Develop relevant ways of thinking and attitudes, such as moral reasoning,
imagination, open-mindedness, critical and rational thinking.

3. Learn self-reflection and cultivate moral awareness, including developing one’s
innate benevolent mind and its manifestation of moral consciousness or principles, as
well as discerning others’ needs in different situations.

4. Learning from exemplars, whose flexible application of moral principles in
specific situations serves as a concrete model, encourages self-reflection, critical
thinking, and emulation, leading to a subtle yet profound influence.

5. Through practical learning, avoid relying solely on book knowledge or applying
rigid rules. Instead, one should carefully consider and weigh up all the factors in real

situations, learn by practice, and gradually become more adept.

Theoretical or Practical Insights/Contributions/Recommendations

The contributions and innovations of this study to the development and enrichment
of contemporary moral education theory or practice are summarized as follows:

1. Drawing from the insights from classical texts, the study explores and enriches
the values of traditional culture and their contemporary significance, and proposes
required abilities or feasible approaches which respond to today’s dynamic and
complex world as well as enable the harmony and mutual flourishing of oneself and
others. Meanwhile, it explains, analyzes, and provides appropriate principles for
teaching or learning the aforementioned abilities or approaches, rooted in the classics.
These serve as valuable references for contemporary moral education.

2. This study challenges the misconception that morality is merely about following
rules or being confined to a rigid code of conduct; break the stereotype that Confucian
thought is dogmatic and conservative. Moreover, it highlights the flexibility, empathy,
adaptability, rationality, and encouragement of reflection and innovation within

Confucian philosophy.

Keywords: Confucius, Mencius, Xunzi, moral education, discretion (Quan)
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» 2016 0 H97) - FMRRKAHKE T » E Al R A BIREERREE & ST
TSR o DGR 0 T AT A RS  BREE ML AR EH MK
2, ( GGmag - aftii) ) (R - RE 0 2016 - H132) - &R ME B A R
TR > WA E DS E A TE - i T H B F K AMEBCRTR 7R
ERL Y o e EAM? 5 (Gl - TEE) ) OR -« R3% > 2016 > H200) FR
FEEAE TIEA, - HETERIEHE R LR tES (228 -

T IRER R E IR A B - R RELAS(ERY ~ AT 80E » fRERE

I

& IF N
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B2 E (kg 1993) - Tt : " & irdE s 77T, ((&
T FBOLTF) ) (R -KE 20160 H514) » RE (20160 HS14) = T %
TATHH » MTEZ » FAFH  ERATE, - BOAERBEEFA] - FT75 2t
g - HOTMOEEFERFE R AR - SUEE T WA g - AR5
HEEHEZENREER -

HFHES : "#2edZrHAA, > TatAngkzx, ((HF -8
By ) (- FOoaE e FEERMK - 1988 HI14019) - DI T4
HoRNEELE > FARIZH L F - aFH Rt A, ( (HT - i) )
(7 - BOois » TR - EEEEAK 0 1988 0 H407) - EHfRHEMR T8
BCER THUE ) WS BRAE R E (BRI EE SOHE R - TAE R HRR
2% 0 mHEE - AR ETEEI B R N BRI E Ry #E L E IR E R E Y
SRR - TUhomFH R T HERE , BC T ERE ) F o NEARA R E R
ROEEE N ~ BT DUPRGE ~ FRCHEBE M ER TieE ) (G 0 2012 5 HiE
£t 2014b) o

ECEEHRE R NE - B A ME R TR - B4R EEEE
FE M - HI SR T ANEEAT ) BEETH - SRR LB EUR S - FE
REFE HE R A 2SR A BT RN - (EEHRE) « B - AR AL
(FEM@EE - 1999) ° Aristotle (n.d./1980) fEH - EEREEEFEA EMERHE
73 NMAEERE R R R R R, HaEs v 68 A &S A & i E A -
THE ) BYECEIREN - BETIR TR AIET B T B FRERCR SETAY A\ YT EiEE - N ERA
MR TR, REHEESENERER - Hres E - 5iE - L
[~ (A5 8% BEEEZVESERL - e EIREE S "R, -
A BREREE R

REENER - RN EGF - £l & F=EFERHAMEEREER
BEEELT - UM ERBRF B RER R BB LT 2R Rk T, -

(—) ILF : AEFFIEF Z-SBEH EL2E AE

LT "z, ( (GREE - ) ) (K- KRE 20160 H122) -

HEWMSEE (1994 H223) s ¢ "SR $40BT  BATE L
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ZArEe o FEEFIIGHE SEMEETEHEAE - HEEBEIESREE
JFH - RESEARNERRN - PLUBEERM - AN EEHRE R
Il ~ N3 R R RAN - IR EE ER P 2E B - A8 - DBERE
PREGK (HHEJE » 2013)

LFXGER : Tnemdai=,  BEEGER THEE R R Y
sk uE, ( (Gweb - BAR) ) R - REL 0 2016 - HI181° 182) - "iig
fe T EMEELF, - TEL R TET, 0 TRl B TEHEAR, (B
0 1978) - ERMEETEE  GHEAEMGEARSE  FRHT "(C, - m
" P E B8 BHEAEZS  EERE - AR EEE S AR
FIEREBTMEE » NMEEEZRE -

BRI AIROR - T EHE ) S EPERENE  EIEFA - HENEREG
MR - MEEEEERIAESR - EEREE THEF - ABaEn S
NEEERN "5 - AKA - FEEEARERRFEGEE (BIRE
2017) & TRE L IRIEETE MO EE - FEE BB B E T REERE AR
BCERMAIAZ - NEERER H A TS (S BHh S5 - e BB SR E) A EY
HEMHSR - 2EEE MHaEr e EsFER R g A= (GFEHE - 2013) -

"HE EEERBRTRERE  BRRFEFRERINEETE - ZEiE
SRR E A NHEEETENEE - BEhE  RRESE . B EEEFEAEH
EOHERRERSEE - ptAh e TEER ) ERESHAEREZE - AT
JFE HIGRELER S, - BEDGGAER ~ P8R~ LB TEROM - T RE A RE 240 B R (H S
FEHERET I E YIRS (Carr, 1995/1996) - HGEHEEH G2 HELEE - FEEE
i ER BRTEK B R AREEN EZ R TE) - A6E F AT e E R Al S
o EEEEE T TR AR ARE - ThRE TR EE T
(=) &ZF : FAENFIEAEEEE/F B BB S K FAE

mTaeky Tl BB EREN AR ER R ERE SRS (ERE - 1993) - 1
(BT - AFRHL) > ZFHRE TBAZE, « Thekdid; &2 0 b - T4
RATAE  FFREMRZ A, (R - K5 2016 » H319) - HRIFE (1959) fi#
B TR RHABETPERY R T R4 an R0 R B R HIEEE - &
TERE "AL M T DLV, o BT - E5RER (20120 HS8) BIE ¢ T AT
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NS

E 0 RBPRARLA AT RIFEAL O RHEEEENEEMS  HEE TR
Oy REHBEEFIGEEERA R - AR ER R TR AR - NE e o R R IR
Al REEEETRFHENEHTE > JER EESHEVEEER R - Ty
MEARZR L 2 TR ) ik FERINEHIRTEE) -

Rk "&EF B THREFAHTR, (FRIEHE 1959 HIS51) » WIEFR
2 (2012 H59) = :

| ‘;{}2}

1

b=

TR £ % EEEY  RIECEZIFTIT  ORTR » LZAE  4TF
EBE R EFIRRL c X ERFE TBERARL -

MR ) EAMEEREEREY - e ECBRIBMAT R WELEHN "o, B
SR EE R F AR D7) - BRENETSEER - DL "0, BEREA] -
FEEE R TR RN EM bR Es Ty TIEARZR . (ZEEE
2001) -

R T2 5 ETERE R A MR R EH E RS KA S A BRI 7 -

/

BEHBH " AL RERGEREEREER RE T g m B 2R
HIfr EFHEMILIESE - SHAGEEFIE - (MRERIDEEE HE 1B s H A

SpryRE > HEERERFFHEEFA] - RFEREESE 2 EEITEREE - HIgER
AR THE, - BEEAERAEEREA - PELERFEST  RARE
iTE )RR EELS - MEBEREEREREER - BB - EHERTTE) (Annas,
2011; Dunne, 1999) ° HHIEFEEL2ERFEAATIRRE - SURBETZ I EE
R~ FENGET - RINEREREELEREERA] > 1EESEE - FRRHE
JeRHE RS - BIGKER - MINIEE - SEAGERAE > BEEEE - EEH
THE L BB MR FIETRATE) - — ELEFIMH LB RE B AR
(=) H§F : AR RIRERITEE/R AR TEE AE L EEE

AITIREEE - URHCERSZH—HERE U ) Ey) - SEMEEA
FE L — gl AN AT Tk o DEETER TEE . (AE
2012) - HTHELL "7, EEAEIN THEREERIEA, ((HT-F
) ) (F - LJcold » s - TEBER - 1988 H144) - ERBEA



174 % EFmREF F718 524

ERTEREETT - DERTfERTRE R T35

LEMMTZRIER - 72 A c A BTN - EALE » K=&
TR BT FERE BCHEE LT L ((HTF-15
%) ) (k- EAHE  WmE > TEEEAR 0 19880 H142)

Tz fE THEEEE,  THEERZW, o T2 fEELEA . T1T, 2
RBEFEFEATE) > MIZEIENESEAPKREHEEY) ((THFEF > 2014) -
THZREEN  BEARERRIREEAR T1T L ARAERE B T S T o B
TR T, REEREEE (1T, HE THL ZEAGLEE GEEE
TERARATT )~ TRMTERRD, CFRDSGE - 2014) o

L FHETE S RE AR EE M AR EEES) - (AN R ARERK
HEth NATEE - Bl AR HER AR LS - TokERZ - BB GH  @E
HufTE) - A EE R RIEAYEF (Noddings, 2002) « HATH S84 1E H
HAEPA SRR CEREFA] - sHARTREHEAOFR R ERESL - BHAH
i AR E MG - T RERR R E (ELARIG A T, EEIER - B KEE
o GHTEER -

it~ winh

TREEMEE 5 ZE RN AR - RIEAFREEMMHEE - 583 3
HUETEHEEA T8y - ALE Sy SRt & - MRS REHE - BiHEEn
EEEREES] - MCRERILT ~ &1 A TATRHA T ERRE T
REST » AW (Gaag) ~ (&) ~ (BT) =EPEZEARHE - 550 "1
FEEME T e ETERAT - T T R e 5 B A A TR SRR
Rk 0 FEEFESL  HEAEEN - MR EEESL - SHEthHER IR A E A
AT > AR HIE - B8 H 22 ih B ESE A - AW eSS - & A=
FEBPHERER - BEIHEE - RINGEEEEE ", WEAD BERME
frtfERE ) - WALEFREREEZ % - 6 - BEEEBEEFA MR .2
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TR B TR BB DL RO WA RE R R EEHE - B2
BB EINZ S 2 KFGENEH TR, -
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